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SCARBOROUGH BEACHFRONT 
Grievance 

MR QUIGLEY (Innaloo) [9.52 am]: I have a number of grievances I wish to raise this morning, the first of 
which is the offence I take against those members who say that my profile has been included in this morning’s 
daily program.  It is actually a question mark, not a side-profile of my head!  Members have said that they did 
not know what my grievance was about this morning - 

The SPEAKER:  For the information of members, it is required that members identify which minister their 
grievance is directed towards, at the start of the grievance.  

Mr QUIGLEY:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  I also had a wider grievance to 
those who were slinging off at my “chrome dome” being depicted on the daily program this morning.  I also take 
this opportunity to take the member for Kalgoorlie to task for referring to the Premier’s half-back line as the 
“vege patch”.  No insult will be received by or go past the half-back line, from anyone sitting in the dope garden.   

I make a plea to this House on the circumstances of the planning history of the Scarborough beachfront, and 
some of the planning disasters that have occurred there.  I hope that we can approach these difficulties on behalf 
of the Scarborough community in a bipartisan way.  The Observation City hotel was used by the Liberal Party 
for its last state conference, which highlights the issue.  Scarborough beachfront is a regional attraction in 
Western Australia, and when international and interstate tourists come here, thinking of sun and surf, 
Scarborough immediately comes to mind.  Scarborough is also a big attraction for local residents.  It is, however, 
blighted by ad hoc planning decisions made over generations.  The issue dates back to a time when people did 
not think well of Scarborough, because it was the site of the old “snake pit”, in the rock and roll days, and was a 
rather rough area, and this image has not really been addressed.  I refer particularly to the mixture of high-
density housing, specifically Observation Rise, a number of licensed premises, and, in the middle of it all, 
Western Australia’s premier rock venue at Observation City, the Lookout.  People aged between 18 and 25 need 
their venue as well.  A conglomeration of usages exists, causing a social problem.  West Coast Highway crosses 
over Scarborough Beach Road, cutting off the beach from the residential area behind, and from the Scarborough 
markets.  I have watched Asian tourists moving from the hotel to the markets, and I am fearful that they are 
going to be wiped out. 

I congratulate those members of the community who have attended a number of beachfront forums I have 
conducted, which addressed these planning issues.  At the front of Observation City, passing by Western 
Australia’s premier hamburger joint, Peters by the Sea, well known throughout the nation, there is a road which 
young people in big cars with loud stereos use as a parade ground.  That must be stopped.  People are going to be 
inconvenienced in approaching these planning issues.  I congratulate the district police superintendent, Brian 
Cunningham, for agreeing to mount police foot patrols on a trial basis during August and September.  I 
congratulate the members of the Scarborough ratepayers’ association and the Observation Rise residents’ group 
for coming together, whatever their political background, to address this social problem, which has been visited 
upon them as a result of incremental planning problems.   

The present Government, indeed any Government, does not have an easy way out.  Some hard calls will have to 
be made.  I wish to assure this House and the minister that, as a result of the community meetings I have held at 
Scarborough, the community will cooperate with any Government and any minister seeking to reduce the 
amount of traffic on the Scarborough beachfront, deal with the parking problems, and confront the social issues 
that lead to the planning problems.  I recognise that this will not be easy.  The planning issues have been 
approached by the City of Stirling, in the SEAS project, a plan to rebuild the beachfront.  This plan, however, 
has a 15-year build time.  The social problems at the Scarborough beachfront result from the mixing of vehicle 
traffic and pedestrian use at the doorstep of high-volume liquor outlets.   

On behalf of the Scarborough community, I plead with the Government to address these issues, and for the 
Opposition to give the Government room, time and patience and to approach the issue in a bipartisan manner.  
The Scarborough beachfront is one of the jewels in the tourist crown of Western Australia, and the State should 
be proud of it and work together to improve its amenity and safety for all Western Australians.  I am sure the 
economy of Western Australia will benefit as a result.  

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.58 am]:  I thank the member for 
Innaloo for his contribution on this topic.  It is an issue on which I share his concern.  Scarborough Beach is my 
favourite beach.  It is probably the best beach in the metropolitan area, both onshore and offshore.  I am very 
pleased to see the positive approach that has been taken by the member for Innaloo, showing initiative and a 
commitment to consultation and community consensus in the conduct of the beachfront forums.  It will be a 
tricky issue.  The ways in which we might be able to reduce traffic on West Coast Highway raise a number of 
vexed planning issues that will see one end of town pitted against another.  The member for Innaloo is well 
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aware of the controversy concerning Stephenson Highway.  People who reside north of Scarborough Beach 
Road tend to be highly supportive of Stephenson Highway, and those who reside south of Scarborough Beach 
Road take the opposite view.  Stephenson Highway is a possible solution to the problem of West Coast 
Highway.  Later this year we propose to fulfil an election commitment, and that is to have a major review of the 
freight routes in the metropolitan area.  Obviously, Stephenson Highway and West Coast Highway will be part 
of the overall review.  We need to not just have a review by experts; we want to ensure that all stakeholders are 
involved so that we can obtain community consensus about the designated heavy haulage routes and which roads 
will be built, and heavy haulage trucks can be separated from areas in which there are high volumes of 
pedestrian traffic and social traffic. 

The member has rightly pointed out that Scarborough is one of the premier tourism sites in Western Australia.  
Anyone who goes to Scarborough Beach, Observation City, Seashells or any of the other resorts in the area will 
immediately be aware of the high number of tourists.  The member has rightly pointed out that it is a very 
popular place with younger Western Australians.  I am glad to see that, despite his advancing years, he still 
retains a great sympathy for young people’s need for vibrant entertainment.  He can sympathise with the 
circumstances the member for Kalgoorlie found himself in recently.  I encourage the member for Innaloo to 
continue with his innovative and creative approach to solving community problems.  I assure him that the 
Government will be happy to play an active role in delivering a much better outcome for the area.  It is an 
important area for the tourism industry and Western Australians. 

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


